
Year 1: Summer Term-Journey to Outer 
Space  

Knowledge Organiser: To develop 

an awareness of the lives of significant individuals and 

the chronology of events 

Must Haves: 
• To develop an awareness of the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 

• To understand and explain what makes a person significant. 

• To discuss the ways in which we can find out about a significant individual. 

• Recall some facts about events that happened beyond living memory associated with the significant individual.  

• Place key events in the history of space travel on a timeline.  

• Use words such as before, after, past, present, then and now to describe the history of space travel.  

• Listen to adult recounts of the moon landings. Consider how reliable their memories are.  

• Find answers to simple questions about the past from a range of sources.  

• Explain what they know about the 1969 moon landings including what effect the landings had on history.  

• Communicate their knowledge using a range of media 

 

Key Vocabulary What will I learn Skills and Enquiry 
pioneer The first person to do something. Knowledge and understanding of the past events, people and 

changes in the past. 
Why was the Apollo 11 moon landing so important?  
Before the Apollo 11 flight mission, people had been in space as 
part of the Space Race but had not yet been to the moon. This 
was to be the next step in space travel On July 16th 1969, 
Saturn 5, was launched. There were three American astronauts 
on board; Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins. It 
took four days to reach the moon. Neil Armstrong was the first 
man on the moon. Buzz Aldrin joined him 19 minutes later. They 
gathered moon dirt and rocks to bring back to Earth. They also 
took photographs to show what the moon was like.  
The moon landing was important because it told us that people 
could travel there and back safely. It would also help us find out 
more about space and the moon. Neil Armstrong famously said, 
“One small step for man, one giant step for mankind.” 
 
What makes Neil Armstrong a significant person? 

 
  
 
  
What makes Mae Jemison a significant person?  
How are Jemison and Armstrong similar/different? 
 
 
 

 

Significant 
Individual 

Significant people are people who have 
made important achievements. They are 
often remembered in different ways. 

Sources Primary sources are original first-hand 
accounts of an event, topic, or historical 
period.  
A secondary source is a second-hand 
account.  

that interprets primary sources. 

Explorer An explorer is someone who travels to places 
about which very little is known, to discover 
what is there.  

Facts Facts are true. They are based on evidence 
and can be proved. 
 

Chronology 
 

A chronology is like a timeline: it tells what 

happened when.  

Timeline A timeline is a way of visually sequencing 
events in chronological order.  

Astronaut Someone who has been to space   



 

Timelines 

 

 



 

 

 


