	Year Group
	1
	
	Topic
	Explore watercolour

	Term
	Summer 1
	
	Curriculum Intent
	This pathway aims to enable children to enjoy a freeing exploration of watercolour, building their understanding of the properties of the medium, and opening minds as to how imagery can be created. 
Artists: Paul Klee, Emma Burleigh


	Subject
	Art
	
	
	





	Key Vocabulary

	Watercolour, Brush, Wash, Wet on dry, Wet on wet, Primary colours, secondary colours, Colour mixing, Fluid, Imagination, Happy Accident, Explore, Discover, Develop, Scale
Reflect, Share, Discuss



	Skills

	· Develop experience of primary and secondary colours 
· Explore mark making 
· Explore watercolour in an intuitive way to build understanding of the properties of the medium
· Paint without a fixed image of what you are painting in mind
· Respond to your painting, and try to “imagine” an image within
· Work back into your painting with paint, pen or coloured pencil to develop the imaginative imagery



	Knowledge
	· Understand watercolour is a media which uses water and pigment.
· Understand we can use a variety of brushes, holding them in a variety of ways to make watercolour marks.





	Summer 1 MTP Accessart project 

	

	Week
	Learning Objective
	Activities
	Differentiation
	Outcome

	1
	Exploring Watercolour
	Working on sheets of paper or in sketchbooks, start with an exploration of what watercolour can do. Give children the opportunity to discover for themselves the way watercolour acts, and to decide what they like about it as a medium. 
	
	Experimental pieces

	2
	I can explore the work of artists
	Talk as a class about your shared and individual responses to art work.
Encourage children to fill a couple of sketchbook pages with their personal responses to the artworks.
	
	

	3
	Building Imagery Through Watercolour

	Working on larger sheets of cartridge paper, children will continue to explore the kinds of marks that can be made with watercolour and the various techniques that can be used, this time working towards developing imagery from the imagination.
	
	

	4&5
	Working with Momentum and Focus

	Depending upon your pupils, develop the work and skills in the following ways:
· If pupils need more time, allow them more time to work on the paintings they did in the previous week. 
· If pupils have “finished”, invite them to make another painting using the same exploratory method, this time perhaps choosing different colours as a starting point.
· Consider playing music in the classroom as the children paint. How does it change the energy levels and mood of the work?
· If you are connecting this pathway to a curriculum theme, such as Continents, Oceans, Maps, Weather, Cities, Villages, Plants, Animals etc, then you may want to introduce the idea that children can explore these themes through watercolour painting BUT keep the exploration loose and open: don’t try to resist their exploration of the medium by controlling a desired “recognisable” end result. 

	
	Pantings

	6
	Share, reflect, discuss

	Invite children to display the work in a clear space, and walk around the work as if they are in a gallery. Give the work the respect it deserves. Remind the children of their hardwork.

	
	Exhibition



