St Nicolas C.E. Junior School
Music Intent and Implementation
Aims
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians
· Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence
· Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

Key stage 2 Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 
Pupils should be taught to: 
· play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
· improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 
· listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
· use and understand staff and other musical notations 
· appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
· develop an understanding of the history of music.
Intent
At St Nicolas School, we believe that every child should have the opportunity to develop their musical potential, and we aim to nurture and encourage musical development across the school. We focus on developing the skills, knowledge and understanding that children need to become confident performers, composers and listeners.
Music is an integral and well-resourced part of life at St Nic’s School. Music lessons are fun and inspiring, engaging the children with songs, lyrics and movement. We want the children to develop their own appreciation of music with opportunities we provide as a school.
We aim to enable our children to use the universal language of music within a high-quality musical education that promotes the love of music and use of talent in a variety of contexts.
We believe that every child should have the opportunity to develop their musical potential, and we aim to nurture and encourage musical development across the school.

Implementation
Within our school we follow a scheme called Kapow.
The Kapow scheme of work provides many examples of music styles and genres from different times and places. These are explored through the language of music via active listening, performing and composing activities, which enable understanding of the context and genre.                                                                                                                                                                Through our music lessons children are actively involved in a wide range of musical opportunities. Children develop their singing voices, using body percussion and whole-body actions, and learning to handle and play classroom instruments effectively to create and express their own and others’ music. Through a range of whole class, group and individual activities, children have opportunities to explore sounds, listen actively, compose and perform.
Throughout our curriculum, children will have engaging and enriching learning experiences through 5 strands:
· Performing
· Listening
· Composing
· The history of music
· The inter-related dimensions of music

Each of the Kapow units is 5 lessons long, combining the 5 strands through a cross-curricular topic. Using the Kapow scheme, we ensure that the national curriculum is covered and that skills develop year on year to ensure attainment targets are securely met by the end of each key stage.
Using the Kapow Primary scheme, we are following a spiral curriculum model where previous skills and knowledge are returned to and built upon. Children develop an understanding and knowledge of:
· The history of music
· Staff and other musical notation
· The inter-related dimensions of music
How do Music skills and knowledge develop at Kapow Primary?
Progression is broken down into the following key areas:
· Listening and evaluating – expressing musical preferences; exploring the impact of musical ideas; understanding how effects are created by combining musical elements.
· Creating sound – exploring the children’s vocal skills; developing skills to manipulate sounds on a range of instruments.
· Notation – recognising the basics of musical notation; reading simple rhythmic patterns; developing the foundational knowledge of how staff and graphic notations can communicate music.
· Improvising and composing – creating and refining the children’s own music through improvisation and notation; experimenting with styles and features; employing musical concepts to add interest.
· Performing – using voices expressively; developing instrumental control and expression; performing as part of a group.

Music is taught as a discrete subject but also across the curriculum. Areas of learning such as times tables in maths, vocabulary in languages and movement in dance can all incorporate different elements of music. A weekly singing assembly allows the children opportunities to develop their singing skills and gain an understanding of how ensembles work. Performances such as Christmas plays and nativities and end of year shows demonstrate that music is important to the life of the school. Extracurricular activities such as choir, dance and peripatetic music lessons, also provide children with experience of making music.

Equal opportunities
Every child is given the opportunity to join a singing club or choir. There is no process of selection and children are able to participate at their own level and encouraged to extend their participation.

Additional music teaching
Children are offered the opportunity to study a musical instrument with peripatetic teachers. Peripatetic music teaching is provided by Berkshire Music trust and Good Vibes. Parents who want their children to participate in the scheme must purchase or hire the instrument and pay the additional music lesson fees on a termly basis. These lessons are normally taught to small groups of children who have chosen to learn one of a variety of instruments, such as the guitar and flute and piano. This is in addition to the normal music teaching of the school, but usually takes place during curriculum time. Children in receipt of Pupil Premium funding are encouraged to learn a musical instrument.

Progress and Continuity
Planning in music is a process in which all teachers are involved wherein:
· The ‘KAPOW’ scheme of work to be used consistently across the school to guide planning and teaching.
· INSET training will be identified and delivered at the time agreed in the school development plan.
· The music policy and the scheme of work will be reviewed and monitored every three years.
· Resources and equipment will be audited and monitored every three years to ensure it is maintained and replaced where necessary.
· Planning and teaching of music is monitored by the co-ordinator and the Headteacher.

Spirituality in Music
Spirituality can be explored in every subject. In music, this is through feeling the joy that creativity through music brings, as well as providing special spiritual moments to gain a sense of something beyond the tangible.
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Role of the Music co-ordinator:
The role of the music co-ordinator is to:
· Take a lead in policy development and the monitoring of schemes of work designed to ensure progression and continuity throughout the school.
· Support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and implementation of the scheme of work and in assessment and record keeping activities.
· Monitor progress in music.
· Take responsibility for curriculum budget bid for the prioritised purchasing of resources.
· Keep up to date with developments in music education and inform colleagues as appropriate.
· Seek opportunities for children to perform in school and in the local community.


Resources and Equipment
· Two pianos
· A range of untuned percussion instruments
· A range of tuned percussion instruments including chime bars, glockenspiels xylophones
· Range of Music stands
· KAPOW schemes of work and apps
· Set of African drums




