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	SCIENCE


	Topic
	LIVING THINGS AND THEIR HABITATS

	Curriculum Intent
	To know what is living and non-living including objects, plants and animals. To know what a habitat/micro habitat is. To know that plants/animals are linked through food chains.



	Key Vocabulary

	living, dead, never been alive, suited, suitable, basic needs, food, food chain, shelter, move, feed, water, air, survive, survival, names of local habitats (e.g. pond, woodland etc.), names of micro-habitats (e.g. under logs, in bushes etc.), conditions, light, dark, shady, sunny, wet, damp, dry, hot, cold, names of living things in the habitats and microhabitats studied








	skills

	· ask simple questions and recognise that they can be answered in different ways
· observe closely
· using simple equipment
· perform simple tests  
· identify and classify 
·  gather and record data to help in answering questions
· use their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions



	Knowledge
	All objects are either living, dead or have never been alive. 
Living things are plants (including seeds) and animals. 
Dead things include dead animals and plants and parts of plants and animals that are no longer attached e.g. leaves and twigs, shells, fur, hair and feathers (This is a simplification, but appropriate for Year 2 children.) 
An object made of wood is classed as dead. 
Objects made of rock, metal and plastic have never been alive (again ignoring that plastics are made of fossil fuels). 
Animals and plants live in a habitat to which they are suited, which means that animals have suitable features that help them move and find food and plants have suitable features that help them to grow well. The habitat provides the basic needs of the animals and plants – shelter, food and water. 
Within a habitat there are different micro-habitats e.g. in a woodland–in the leaf litter, on the bark of trees/leaves.
These micro-habitats have different conditions e.g. light or dark, damp or dry and these conditions affect which plants and animals live there. 
The plants and animals in a habitat depend on each other for food and shelter etc. 
The way that animals obtain their food from plants and other animals can be shown in a food chain. 
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	Week
	Learning Objective
	Activities
	Differentiation
	Outcome

	1
	Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive.
	Explore the outside environment to find objects
Back in class sort objects-living, dead and have never lived. 
Record sorting
Discuss and write sentences to explain how they know an object is living or Non-living
i.e. a twig is dead as it is no longer part of a tree, plastic object has never been alive, a seed is alive (refer to previous learning), a living thing can grow,
	Support through groupings 

Support for SEN children
	To be able to identify living and non-living things

	2
	Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats.
	Explain what a Micro-habitat is
Children work in pairs/small groups
Explore log piles, flower beds, walls, hedges, long grass in outside areas. 
Use plant, bird and mini-beast pictures to identify and name. 
Which creature did we see more of? Tally chart
 Children record name and micro-habitat found in
Children draw creatures/plants they have seen using pictures to support
	Support through groupings 

Support for SEN children
	To be able to identify and name plants and animals in a micro habitat.

	3
	Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants and how they depend on each other.
	Compare a worm and a caterpillar
Why don’t caterpillars live in underground? 
What do they need to survive?
Why don’t worms live in above ground?
What other things do they need in the habitat to survive? 
Why doesn’t seaweed grow in the canal?

Children read and sort facts in pairs

	Support through groupings 

Support for SEN children
	To be able to say how a plant or animal is suited to its habitat

	4
	Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other.
	Read a Bee story
What do bees need in their habitat?
How do they help other living things in their habitat?
What would happen to a plant without a bee?
What would happen to the bee without a plant?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Children draw and label a bee
Children write sentences to explain how bees and plant/flowers depend on each other
	Support through groupings 

Support for SEN children
	To be able to say how an animal plant is suited to its habitat

	5
	Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.
	Food chains
Explain that humans get energy from the food they eat! What types of food do humans eat?
Where do creatures get their energy from? What food do they eat?
Where do plants get their energy from? Do plants eat food? Then how?
What do the worms eat in the flower beds?
Children create a food chain including worms from our local habitat. What would the top predator be? What would start the food chain?
	Support through groupings 

Support for SEN children
	To be able to say what a food chain is

	6
	Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.
	Which birds do we see in our habitat?
Red kites
What would be in the red kite’s food chain?
 Children make a simple food chain including a kite

Draw and label a red kite
Can we make up food chains for humans?  Who is the top predator?
	Support through groupings 

Support for SEN children
	To be able to say what a food chain is



